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FROM THE EDITOR  
  
Welcome to the November  edition , the twentieth , of the monthly High Lane U3A newsletter . 
We have good news re groups restarting and Covid booster jabs but less good news as the 
number of cases remains higher than just about anywhere else in the world.  
 
Highlights of this edition are the repo rt of the recent Travel group trip to Ireland  and our 
programme of speakers for 2022 . There are interesting subjects on the list. Hopefully we will 
not be forced to cancel these meetings as happened over the last 18 months. We also have 
reviews of local th eatre productions, poems and limericks. We end with the usual sprinkling of 
light - hearted  items.  
 
The newsletter is being sent out by email and will also be on the website . The next issue will be 
December  2021 so please send your contributions to me before  the end of November  via 
newslettereditor@highlaneu3a.org.uk  This edition is accompanied by the October newsletter 
from the u3a National Office.  
 
Diane Saxon  
 
 
u3a new draft strategy -  Your views   
 
u3a is embarking on an ambitious consultation with members 
to shape its strategy and direction for the future.  Launched 
on International Day of Older Persons (Oct 1) nearly 450,000 
u3a members across the UK will be asked to share their thoughts and ideas on what will be 
the priorities for the movement in the coming years.   
 
ŷ§ÍƇ·ĆÍƇßóƇĐÞÍƇÍ·ĆìĦƇĊĐ·ÚÍĊƇøÙƇÉÍğÍìøăßóÚƇ·ƇĊĐĆ·ĐÍÚĦƇĐøƇÚĔßÉÍƇĐÞÍƇÙĔĐĔĆÍƇĠøĆêƇ·óÉƇăĆßøĆßĐßÍĊƇ
øÙƇĐÞÍƇòøğÍòÍóĐŸƇĊ·ßÉƇRßĬƇvÞ·ÄêĆ·ĦśƇ+Þ·ßĆƇøÙƇĐÞÍƇvÞßrd Age Trust which supports the u3a 
movement.  ŷĔň·ƇòÍòÃÍĆĊƇ·ĆÍƇğßÃĆ·óĐƇ·óÉƇÍóÍĆÚÍĐßÄƇăÍøăìÍƇĠÞøƇĠ·óĐƇĐøƇò·êÍƇ·Ƈ
contribution. This is an opportunity for us to put their voices at the heart of creating a 
relevant and bold strategy Ų created by the members fo r the members."  
 
Have your say about the u3a movement!  Your responses will be anonymous and the 
findings of the consultation process will be reviewed by the end of the year with firm 
proposals being developed early next year.  This short survey seeks your v iews on four initial 
aims which you can access at https://www.u3a.org.uk/about/vision#future   
 
Please note these are DRAFT aims and reflect early thinking. You may not agree with these 
aims. You may have ideas for additional or substitute aims. Or you may think these are 
exactly what is needed. Whatever your thoughts, we look forward to hearing them. We 
encourage you to focus your feedback on the sentiment of the aims, and not the specific 
word ing.  
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MONTHLY MEETINGS  
 
October  
The October meeting was a presentation from the charity  "Blood Bikes." This was really 
illuminating and interesting.  Many of us had no knowledge of their work.  Teams of motor 
cyclists ferry urgent supplies to hospitals often through the night.  The husband - and- wife 
team dealt with this sensitive subject with good humour and tact.  There was also an 
interesting video.  The audience responded very warmly.  
 
November  
The speaker for November is Canon Michael Burgess,  who was recommended  
to me by the people from "Churches and Pubs" for his humour and outgoing personality.  
His talk, entitled "For Better for Worse" is on Wed nesday 10 November  at 2.00 p.m.  
 
December    
The Christmas meeting  this year is on 8 December. There will be some musical 
entertainment, a quiz, and some light refreshments.  You will need a ticket to attend ; the 
cost this year is £1. Tickets are limited. You can get a ticket at the November meeting or by 
contacting Andre Lister.  
 
PROGRAMME FOR 2022  
 
The programme for monthly meetings in 2022 is  
 
12 January  John Wallace Over Paid and Over Here (GIs in the UK) 

9 February AGM  

9 March   Roger Browne YƛƴƎΩǎ ¢ƛƎŜǊ wŀƎ (Roger plays piano with Manchester Jazz) 

13 April  Sharon Evans /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !ƛǊ !ƳōǳƭŀƴŎŜ 

11 May  Caroline Melliar-Smith Family Secrets 

8 June   Mike Storr Masters of Mirth 

13 July  Geoff Scargill Last Laugh of the Railway King (Early comedians e. g. Stanley 
Holloway) 

10 August  Rod Devereux My Life in Special Branch 

14 September  Jim Williams Life and Times of Casanova 

12 October  Allan Shalks My very interesting life in Theatre, Television and Radio 

10 November  Julie Sutton Our u3a choir 

7 December  Christmas Party  

 
Sheila Harrop  
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The Covid advice for group meetings is still the same. We expect all those who attend face 
to face meetings to be, at least, double vaccinated or to have had a recent negative Covid 
test. We ask you to follow all relevant public health advice, eg wearing of face masks in 
enclosed indoor spaces.   
 
As has been t he case for some time, any member who is feeling ill, displaying Covid 
symptoms, has received a positive test result in the past 10 days or has been instructed to 
isolate must not  participate in u3a meetings, trips and events. Any member who subsequently 
tests positive (within 7 days of attending) is asked to advise their group convenor(s) or 
meeting organisers so that all other attendees may be informed.  
 
There is detailed advice for members and group leaders at 
https://www.u3a.org.uk/advice/running - your - u3a- covid - and- beyond/england - activities -
advice  
 

 
 
You can read the stories at https://www.u3a.org.uk/201 - learning/1186- creative - writing -
competition - 2021- winners   
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GROUP REPORTS  
 
GARDENING  
 
The gardening group wound down for the winter with a successful plant swap day. 
Rudbeckia and Michaelmas Daisies have continued to flourish during the month, and 
reports suggest that the new Bridgewater Garden is still looking well, as some recent 
pictures  demonstrate. We will probably restart next year with a group meal, but meanwhile 
are some of our October pictures.   
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walter Mason  
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GERMAN  
 
The German Group has met most Fridays since the start of September but the group has 
ÃÍÍóƇğÍĆĦƇòĔÄÞƇĊò·ììÍĆƇĐÞ·óƇÃÍÙøĆÍƇìøÄêÉøĠóśƇÃÍĐĠÍÍóƇŉƇ·óÉƇŌƇòÍòÃÍĆĊŚƇ§ÍźğÍƇÞ·ÉƇ·ƇìøĐƇ
to talk about and a lot of time to make up. As usual the first half of the meeting is  made up 
of general conversation about what has been happening in our lives but after coffee we are 
now reading a book, copies of which I acquired very cheaply on ebay Ų DAMALS WAR ES 
FRIEDRICH, the story of two boys growing up during the Third Reich (one Jewish and one 
Christian) which is going down very well.  
 
Marlene Brookes  
 
 
HISTORY 
 
The History Group reconvened for our October meeting at which our member,  
Irene Merson, gave a most interesting talk on the life and influence of Martin Luther.  
 
He was born in Eisleben, in Saxony in 1483. He studied law and gained a degree, which he 
gave up, choosing to become a monk.  A visit to Rome triggered a distaste for the practices 
of the Roman Catholic Church, in particular their pre - occupation with gaining money from 
the sale of indulgences.  He felt that the Bible itself should be the source of Religious 
Knowledge and that man should be able to approach God directly.  All in all, he named 95 
Theses which he presented to the "Diet of Worms",( no evidence they were nailed to the 
door.)  
 
For the rest of his life he proved a thorn in the side of the Papal authorities,  refusing to 
recant.  He was excommunicated from the church and  became a n outlaw.  He printed many 
leaflets which circulated rapidly in Europe  and became a key influence in the Renaissance. 
From his brave actions the Lutheran Church was established and the word Protestant was 
first coined.  He found time to Translate the Bible i nto German, get married and to write 
"Away in a Manger". He died in 1546 
 
Sheila Harrop 
 
 
BALLROOM DANCING 
 
Ballroom Dancing is enjoying its renaissance, as members gradually return. It is taking time 
for us to recall half forgotten steps and routines, but that will come -  especially with a new 
couple to spur us on -  and with different music and approach from Ia n and Kate on the 
alternate dance days.                    
 
Walter Mason  
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PHOTOGRAPHY  
 
vÞßĊƇòøóĐÞźĊƇĊĔÃéÍÄĐƇĠ·ĊƇŹTree Trunks. This was a convincing win for Derek with ŹTrunk 
Roadź, taken in Montecatini Alto , Tuscany on a u3a holiday  some years ago now .  
 

 
 
Second was this close up of a trunk spotted in 
Hazel Grove from Diane. 
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Joint ĐÞßĆÉĊƇĠÍĆÍƇĐĠøƇòøĆÍƇÙĆøòƇ0ß·óÍśƇ§·ìĐÍĆźĊƇŹTrunkless trunkź and another from Derek 
titled ŹŉƇøĆƇŊƇĐĆĔóêĊźƇ 
 

  
  

 
 
Well done everybody , an excellent show.  vÞÍƇĊĔÃéÍÄĐƇÙøĆƇóÍĥĐƇòøóĐÞźĊƇăĆøéÍÄĐƇßĊƇŹPÍĦĊźŚƇvÞßĊƇ
may be more tricky!  
 
Jeff Robinson  
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QUIZ 
 
Quiz group is planning its first face to face meeting of the year! We are looking forward to 
meeting up again. We meet on the fourth Thursday of the month. Please contact me if you 
would like to join this group.  
 
See page 13 ÙøĆƇĐÞßĊƇòøóĐÞźĊƇmini quiz.  
 
Diane Saxon  
 
 
READING  
 
This group meets on the first Monday of the month at various locations. Our book for October 
was LIES OF SILENCE by Brian Moore, a novel set in Belfast during the Troubles of the early 
1990s, a thriller involving the manager of a hotel who unwillingly is forced to aid and abet the 
bombing of his  own hotel. This led to a lively discussion on the dilemma facing the main 
character and whether his motivation was totally honourable. This was an extremely well 
written and though t - provoking book.  
 
We next meet on 1st November when we will be discussing D XY4vƇÃĦƇX·ÚÚßÍƇ^ź?·ĆĆÍììƇĠÞßÄÞƇ
ĐÍììĊƇĐÞÍƇĊĐøĆĦƇøÙƇpÞ·êÍĊăÍ·ĆÍźĊƇÙ·òßìĦƇßóƇpĐĆ·ĐÙøĆÉƇ·óÉƇĐÞÍƇÉÍ·ĐÞƇøÙƇÞßĊƇøóìĦƇĊøóśƇD·òóÍĐśƇøÙƇ
the plague.  
 
Marlene Brookes  
 
 
SHAKESPEARE  
 
The Group has continued to meet during the covid period via Zoom but with reduced 
numbers as not all members are comfortable with the technology.  We meet once a 
fortnight and, for the time being, are continuing via Zoom. We will decide in the New Year 
whether to resume house meetings.  
 
We are currently reading King Lear and the next meeting is Monday 1 November starting at 
9.45. Any member is very welcome to join us, if you are interested please contact me via 
email and I will give you the codes for the next meeting.  
 
Steve Reynolds 
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TRAVEL  
 
IRELAND 22nd  -  26 th  SEPTEMBER  
 
Armed with our NHS Covid Pass and Irish Government Locator Form we landed at Dublin 
Airport. No one asked to see them!  We boarded our coach and drove to the Irish National 
Stud -  our second visit.  Breeders send mares from around the world to be mated with the 
stallions in the season from February to June. The fee for the best stallion, Invincible Spirit, 
ßĊƇƍōŅŅŅŅŚDÍƇßĊ 23 years old and covers about 100 mares per year so enormous amounts 
of money are involved. We were shown the horses' catwalk  in front of their centrally heated 
stables. 
 
Our guide explained that the criteria looked for were "handsome looks, walking like a model 
and having a backside like a cook" After their days of racing and breeding are over the 
stallions live like kings in t heir own paddock. We saw some of these Living Legends  
with names Beef or Salmon, Kicking King and Hurricane Fly enjoying their wonderful 
retirement.  
 
We then had a long drive to the Downhill Hotel Ballina where were given a very warm 
welcome by the owner. The rooms were large and comfortable; the food excellent (superb 
Irish roast beef!) One evening was Quiz night, very similar questions to those in our Quiz 
group -  photographs to recognise and the dreaded Dingbats. Ballina has several claims to 
fame. Mary Robinson, the first female President of Ireland, and Joe Biden's great - great 
grandfather were born there and Jack Charlton lived there when he was the Manager of the 
Irish National Football team.   

The following day we visited the Eagles Flying Research 
Centre run since 1999 by  German zoologist Lothar 
Muschketat. He gave a most interesting commentary while 
we watched huge eagles, vultures and owls flying overhead.  

 
Some people were brave enough 
to allow them to land on their 
arm.  Afterwards we were able to stroke rabbits and mice, feed a racoon and hold a fox.  
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In the afternoon we continued to Sligo Folk Park set in the grounds of the restored Millview 
House built in the 1850s.The cottages, shops and school illustrated rural life in the 19th 
century.   

 
We were very impressed with the cleanliness of Ireland and the well - kept gardens in the 
small towns and villages we passed through. The County Gaelic Football Teams enjoyed 
strong support with many flags flying from the houses -  red and green for County Ma yo, 
black and white for Sligo.  
 
The visit to Enniskillen Castle and Castle Coole  meant crossing the border with the UK 
Some people got quite excited and thought we might need passports! But there is no 
border! The only way we were aware that we were in the UK was because the edge of road 
markings changed from yellow to white and the r oad signs were in miles instead of 
kilometres.  
 
Castle Coole was built in the 18th century with no expense spared for the Earl of Belmore  
MP for County Tyrone.  It had magnificent state rooms with beautiful ceilings and Regency 
furnishings. One of the most interesting parts was the underground servants' area in the 
basement of the house. They accessed the house by a tunnel so that they and tradesmen 
arrived and left unseen. There was no above ground service door.  
 

 
 


